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OSSLT MSIP Prep 

Day 4 
Wednesday March 28, 2012 

How to Write a Series of Paragraphs 
Expressing an Opinion 

Content: 
¡  Read the topic question and decide 

what your position you will take in 
your response. 

¡  Use the Rough Notes section to 
form an outline (yes, your English 
teachers have always been right 
about this!) 

How to Write a Series of Paragraphs 
Expressing an Opinion 

Style:  
¡  Write in the first person (eg. In my opinion, I 

think that…) because you are supposed to be 
expressing YOUR opinion. 

¡  Avoid slang because the teacher who is 
marking this may not know what you are 
talking about. 

¡  Correct all spelling, grammar, and punctuation 
errors because they count in your evaluation. 

¡  Show where your paragraphs begin and end 
by using indentation or by skipping a line 
between paragraphs. 

How to Write a Series of Paragraphs 
Expressing an Opinion 

Format: 
 
Introductory Paragraph 
¡  State your opinion clearly 
¡  Refer to the topic 
¡  2-3 sentences 
 

How to Write a Series of Paragraphs 
Expressing an Opinion 

Body Paragraph(s) 
¡  Give at least 3 different reasons for your 

opinion. 
¡  Your reasons need at least 1 supporting 

detail (proof, facts, examples, etc.) EACH 
(that’s at least 2 in total). 

¡  If you have more than two reasons or 
more than 2 supporting details for each of 
your reasons, consider giving each reason 
its own paragraph. 

¡  5-7 sentences (Point/ Proof / Explanation) 

How to Write a Series of Paragraphs 
Expressing an Opinion 

Concluding Paragraph 
¡  Summarize your opinion and 

restate your reasons (using 
different words) 

¡  2-3 sentences 
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Writing Practice:  Series Paragraphs 

¡  Complete the writing task on page 
2 of booklet 2 

Topic:  
 “Is participation in extracurricular 
activities an important part of secondary 
school life?” 

 

Teacher Insights – 
The following 3 slides will help the students organize  

the rough work and plan the template for the essay. 

Rough Notes: Series Paragraph 

 
 
 
¡  Use a concept map organize your 

thoughts for writing 
¡  Ensure you include your 3 points and 

proofs and explanations in this section. 

Template: Template: Series Paragraph 

Introduction: 2-3 sentences 

2nd Body paragraph: 5-7 sentences 

1st Body Paragraph : 5-7 sentences 

Template: Template: Series Paragraph 

Conclusion : 2-3 sentences 

3rd Body Paragraph : 5-7 sentences 

Mark Rationale for Series Paragraphs Mark Rationale for Codes 40-60 
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Series Paragraph Answers: 
Code 30 

Series Paragraphs Answers:  
Code 30 cont’d 

Series Paragraphs Answers:  
Code 40  

Series Paragraphs Answers:  
Code 40 cont’d 

Series Paragraphs Answers:  
Code 40 cont’d 

Series Paragraphs Answers:  
Code 50 
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Series Paragraphs Answers:  
Code 50 cont’d 

Series Paragraphs Answers:  
Code 50 cont’d 

 

Series Paragraphs Answers:  
Code 60  

 
 

Series Paragraphs Answers:  
Code 60 cont’d 

Series Paragraphs Answers:  
Code 60 cont’d 

  

Series Paragraphs Answers:  
Code 60 cont’d 



14-01-08 

5 

Closing Points 

¡  Thanks very much for participating 
in the Literacy Test preparation 
activities.  

¡  You are now allowed to take your 
booklets home with you and review 
your work, as well as tackle some of 
the tasks we did not complete 
together.  

Closing Points 

¡  Good luck tomorrow!  
¡  Be sure to get a good night’s rest 

and eat a good breakfast as both 
will improve your performance on 
the test.  

¡  Arrive on time, as you WILL NOT 
be given extra time if you arrive 
late. 


