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OSSLT MSIP Prep 

Day 3 
Tuesday March 27, 2012 

Reading Practice:  News Article 

¡  Complete the reading task on page 
2 of booklet 1 

Reading Practice:  Answers 

1.  Which paragraph describes the events that 
happen first 

 B  paragraph 3 
 

Rationale: 
 Paragraph 3 provides the first 
chronological plot point. 
 Paragraph 1 and 2 introduces the topic 

Reading Practice:  Answers 

2. What is the meaning of “hypothesis” as 
used in paragraph 5? 
  
 C  a prediction  

 
Rationale: 

 Burd gives on ‘if…than’ statement that 
makes a guess at what would happen in 
an experiment. 

Reading Practice:  Answers 

3.  What is responsible for the decomposition 
of plastic bags? 
  
 A bacteria 

 
Rationale: 

 Burd degraded the plastic by adding 
bacteria to a solution. 

Reading Practice:  Answers 

4. What is the purpose of the information 
inside the parentheses in paragraph 6? 

 
 A It provides an explanation. 

 
Rationale: 

 It explains the term ployethylene. 
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Reading Practice:  Answers 

5. Why did Burd's experiment win the top 
Prize? 
  
 A It could solve a significant problem 

 
Rationale: 

 Bags usually take 1000 years to 
decompose and clog landfills as a result.  
Burd’s experiment changes the 
decomposition time dramatically. (1000’s 
of years to only months) 

Mark Rationale for Summary Answers 

Mark Rationale for Codes 10-30 Summary Answers: Code 10 

Summary Answers: Code 20 Summary Answers: Code 30 
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How to Write a News Report 

¡  Style: 
¡  Write in full sentences, using correct 

spelling, grammar, and punctuation 
¡  Write in a formal style. Avoid slang. 
¡  Your audience is an adult. 
¡  Avoid stating your opinion. You are 

reporting facts only. 

How to Write a News Report 

¡  Content: 
¡  Look closely at the headline and 

photograph. Imagine a real event that 
could relate to them. 

¡  Make up the information and the facts 
about the event. 

¡  Don’t forget to write down the headline at 
the top of your answer. 

How to Write a News Report 

¡  First Paragraph: 
¡  THE WHO (use real names) 
¡  THE WHAT (tell what happened) 
¡  THE WHEN (be specific with date and time 

of day, if applicable) 
¡  THE WHERE (be as specific as possible—

name the building, city, even the address!) 

How to Write a News Report 

¡  Second Paragraph: 
¡  THE WHY (explain the reasons for and 

behind the newsworthy event) 
¡  THE HOW (describe how the event 

happened, in chronological order) 

How to Write a News Report 

¡  Third Paragraph: 
¡  Include one or two quotation(s) from 

someone concerned with the event (e.g. an 
outlooker, a participant, a concerned 
citizen, etc,) 

¡  Use correct dialogue format, with correct 
punctuation 

¡  Explain who the person is and who is being 
quoted 

How to Write a News Report 

¡  Fourth Paragraph: 
¡  End by answering the question (what is 

going to happen  next…?) 
¡  This gives background information 
¡  Avoid using a quotation to end the article 

 

Teacher Insights –  
Have the students look at the news article booklet 1 
page 2 and use it a template while they write their own  
news report 
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Writing Practice:  News Article  

¡  Complete the writing task on page 7 
of booklet 1 

Writing Practice: Mark Rationale 

  

Writing Practice: Mark Rationale Writing Practice: Code 30 

Writing Practice: Code 40   Writing Practice: Code 40 cont’d 
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Writing Practice: Code 50 Writing Practice:  Code 50 cont’d 

Writing Practice: Code 60 Writing Practice: Code 60 cont’d 

  

End of the Session 

¡  Collect all materials  
¡  See you on Wednesday 


